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He has evidently persuaded himself that this
method of which he is so proud will enable him
to go "roundabout" the throne of Judgment.

After losing his fortune and wandering in
Morocco and Egypt, Peer Gynt returns to Nor-
way. From that point of return we have the
record of his disillusionment. The ship is wrecked
and he finds himself clinging to an upturned boat
on the angry waters. He is joined there by " a
strange passenger" who is really Peer's better
self, the self God intended when He gave him
being, and there, with only a few spars separat-
ing him from a grave in the deep, he has a
glimpse of the kind of man he had become.
Drowning men, when rescued, have sometimes
told of the vivid recollections of their past life
which came to them crowded into the compass
of a few seconds, as they hovered between life
'and death. Peer Gynt saw not merely what he
had been, but what he might have been had he to
himself been faithful. Mr. William Archer de-
clares that he was " convicted of sin" on that
frail raft. That is, perhaps, true. He certainly
heard the deeper voices of his own neglected spirit.
And yet the old habit returns. He defers de-